INTRODUCTION

in proportion with the disasters and defeats suf-
fered by the Russian army through the incompe-
tence of that bureaucracy. When the czarist regime
was finally overthrown and the provisional govern-
ment took control, the Social Revolutionist Party
was predominant.

Kerensky's short-sightedness in his determina-
tion to carry on the war with Germany when the
whole country was disheartened and sick of it, his
indecisiveness and delay in carrying out his prom-
ise to give the land to the peasants, which antagon-
ized both the city workers and the agrarians, and
his failure to recognize the growing influence of the
Bolsheviks, whom he permitted to carry on propa-
ganda against his government among the workers,
contrasted with Lenin's promise to declare peace
immediately and give the land to the peasants,
made the life of his provisional government tragic
and short; and it was comparatively easy for Lenin
and his followers to overthrow this tottering regime
and take control of the government.

From America I watched with intense interest
the great drama of the Russian revolution, for
which I had given up a good part of my life. My
vision and hope of seeing Russia develop her great
mental, spiritual, and physical resources under a
free democratic state were shattered.